
Dear. Coolidge Parents and Guardians, 

Greetings from the Coolidge art studio!  As we enter the 2021-2022 school year I 

enthusiastically look forward to a wonderful year of teaching, learning about and creating 

art with your child.  My name is Kellie Stark.   I am a 14th year art teacher in Livonia and 

this will be my 12th year coming back to teach art at Coolidge.  I have studied and earned 

a B.A. in K-12 art education from Wayne State and a Master’s degree in Special 

Education and Autism Spectrum Disorders from Madonna University.   I love learning 

new things and take great joy out of spreading this love of learning with all my students. 

 Although, I strive to make art class a fun and exciting experience every week.  I 

also believe art education is essential for developing the whole child and providing a 

well-rounded and complete education.   Students are faced with many creative challenges 

in the art room that cannot be found in any other subject area, such as critical thinking, 

creative problem-solving and visual-spatial thinking skills.  Young children develop fine 

and gross motor skills and develop an early love and appreciation for humanities and fine 

art.   I also believe reading and writing are two of the most important skills taught in 

elementary and should be used as much as possible.   In art class, this year all first 

through fourth grade students will keep a personal sketch book or art journal throughout 

the school year, in which ideas will be jotted down, brainstorming will take place, and 

students will use to make sketches and learning statements about the artistic process they 

will be working through with each project they tackle.   Students will experience a variety 

of art subjects, techniques and media such as painting, ceramics and drawing just to name  

a few!    

Supplies/Donations 

 The only item needed for art is an art shirt.  Nothing new needs to be bought, an 

old t-shirt in a ziplock bag with your child's name and teacher written in permanent 

marker will do just fine.  The main purpose is to protect your child's clothing from paint 

and other messy materials.  We are always accepting art supply donations, which can be 

left outside the art room or in the main office.  Anything from toilet paper tubes to paint 

is greatly appreciated and used!  Please see my teacher website for more details about 

what we are looking for. 

Grading 

 Students are not assessed and graded based on who is the “best” artist or “who 

can or can’t draw”.  Students are graded based on development, (are they achieving 

above, below or at the appropriate developmental level for their age?), application, (are 

they giving their best effort and showing improvement?), (are they demonstrating 

understanding of the material being taught?) and behavior, (are they following all the art 

room rules and demonstrating safe behavior?) 

  

Portfolios and Student Artwork 

Twice a school year, students will reflect back on their completed work through 

an individual portfolio review.   The majority of the artwork created will stay in the 

student portfolios until the end of May.   I have found that your child’s beautiful artwork 

goes home safely this way without getting crushed in lockers and backpacks.  Also, the 

students and I can personally view their improvement and artistic development over time. 

Many parents often ask why their child has created only about 7-8 pieces of artwork 

throughout the school year.  It is important to keep in mind that students have art class 



one day a week for 45 minutes.  When totaled together for the whole year, minus days off 

for holidays and many other reasons, it is amazing to realize what our students are able to 

create in such short periods of time.   I stress quality of artwork over quantity; it often 

takes between two to four class periods to complete most art projects.    

Behavior 

Student behavior in art is aligned with the School-wide P.B.S., (Positive Behavior 

Support) system.  I stress the importance of being respectful, responsible and safe in art.  

I believe in encouraging students through positive reinforcement and teaching corrective 

behavior for those who may have difficulties following the art room rules.  

Parent Communication and Volunteers 

I am currently looking for parent volunteers to help our art program for this 2021-

2022 school year.   There is a tremendous amount of preparation of materials, clean up, 

and displays that art requires, any help that can be offered would be greatly accepted. In 

May, we will be having our school-wide art show and ice cream social, we will definitely 

need many parent volunteers to help display the 900 pieces of artwork that will be 

displayed.   At the bottom of this letter, I have created a parent volunteer sign up sheet 

that can be filled out and returned to me during art class or placed in my mail box in the 

office.  

Parents are the most important influence in a child’s life and have the biggest 

impact on their child’s success in school.   I think parents are one of the most valuable 

resources a school has for building a strong academic program.   As a parent myself, I 

feel it is essential to be informed on what my child is learning and what events may be 

taking place at their school.  Every month, I will update my teacher website with current 

lesson plans and other important information pertaining to the art program at Coolidge.   I 

also can be reached through my Livonia e-mail at kstark2@livoniapublicschools.org or 

contacted via the phone through the school's main office.  This year I will be at Coolidge 

Mondays, Tuesday mornings Wednesdays and Fridays. 

Please follow my art classes at stark_kellie on Twitter or 

starkkellie at Instagram to see updated news and photos! 
 

I look forward to an exciting school year and meeting all our parents at open 

house! 

                                                                                                                                                                                

         Sincerely, 

         Kellie Stark 

                                                                                           

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Art Volunteer Sign Up 

My name is ____________________________________ 

My child’s name is:_______________________________ 

                                              (Please circle what times you are interested in helping.) 

I would like to volunteer on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays or Fridays 

         During my child’s art class: _______________________ 

                                          With the set up of the art show in May:_____________ 

I prefer to be reached over the phone: ____________________________________ 

I prefer to be contacted via e-mail:_______________________________________ 

mailto:kstark2@livoniapublicschools.org

